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Perrett Post Plate User Manual – Version 1.1 

Welcome 

First thank you for purchasing the Perrett Post Plate we hope you enjoy using it for many 
years to come.  To safely and efficiently use your Perrett Post Plate please read through 
this manual and watch our service video too.  

Please note that post knocking is dangerous without proper training and safe 
equipment.  We accept no responsibility for the damage that can be caused to yourself, 
others or the property around you from using our Perrett Post Plate.  Please be careful, 
vigilant and use common sense to keep yourself and others safe.   

 

About 

The Perrett Post Plate is a patented tool designed for professional fencing contractors 
to drive timber fence posts into the ground without damaging the post tops. Its 
innovative retractable pin system eliminates the need for damaging spikes, ensuring 
posts remain intact and extending their lifespan.  This manual provides instructions for 
safe and effective use, maintenance, and troubleshooting. 

Key Features: 

• Retractable pin system to prevent post damage 

• Easy to use: "drop and knock" operation 

• Custom-machined to fit specific post knockers 

• Supports posts up to 300x300 mm (standard) or 330x380 mm (heavyweight) 

• Includes 20 spare pins for replacements 

• 1-year warranty against breaking or major malfunction (under normal use) 

 

Intended Use: The Perrett Post Plate is designed for driving timber fence posts into the 
ground using hydraulic post knockers. It is not intended for driving pointed posts or for 
use in extreme conditions (e.g., rocky terrain) without proper precautions. 
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Service Video 

We have created a service video also which shows how to safely remove, service and 
install the post plate please watch this here –  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XwEOfIaZ40 
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1. Safety Information 

Warning: Failure to follow safety instructions may result in injury, equipment damage, 
or voided warranty. 

• Read the Manual: Familiarize yourself with this manual and your post knocker’s 
manual before use. 

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Wear safety glasses, gloves, steel-toe 
boots, and a hard hat during operation. 

• Machine Compatibility: Ensure the Perrett Post Plate is compatible with your 
post knocker and that the machine can lift the plate’s weight. 

• Inspect Equipment: Check the plate, pins, and post knocker for damage before 
each use. 

• Stable Ground: Operate on stable ground to prevent tipping or loss of control. 

• Keep Clear: Maintain a safe distance from the post knocker during operation to 
avoid falling objects or moving parts. 

• Lubrication: Use appropriate lubricants (e.g., chainsaw oil/grease) to prevent 
binding, which can cause equipment failure. 

• No Modifications: Do not modify the Perrett Post Plate, as this may void the 
warranty and cause unsafe operation. 

 

2. Package Contents 

Upon receiving your Perrett Post Plate, verify the following items are included: 

• 1 Perrett Post Plate (custom-machined to your specifications) 

• 20 Spare Pins (for replacement of bent or broken pins) 

• Spare Finger Guard 

 

Note: If any items are missing or damaged, contact Perrett Post Plate at 
office@perrettpostplate.co.uk (mailto:office@perrettpostplate.co.uk) or 01963 
205050 within 7 days of receipt. 
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3. Specifications 

Feature Standard Model Heavyweight Model 

Maximum Post 
Size 

300 x 300 mm 330 x 380 mm 

Weight Varies by machine (custom) Varies by machine (custom) 

Pin System Retractable, non-damaging Retractable, non-damaging 

Spare Pins 
Included 

20 20 

Warranty 1 year (normal use) 1 year (normal use) 

Compatibility 
Protech, Bryce, Wrag, Solo others 
(custom) 

Protech, Bryce, Wrag, Solo others 
(custom) 

Lubrication 
Chainsaw oil or grease 
recommended 

Chainsaw oil or grease 
recommended 

Note: Specifications may vary based on custom machining. Refer to your order 
confirmation for exact details. 

 

4. Installation 

The Perrett Post Plate is custom-machined to fit your specific post knocker. Follow 
these steps to install the plate: 

• Verify Compatibility: 

• Confirm the plate matches your post knocker model by measuring the 
guide at the back of the plate vs your mast width. 

• Ensure your machine can lift the plate’s weight (consult your post 
knocker’s manual). 

• Prepare the Post Knocker: 

• Turn off and secure the post knocker to prevent accidental activation. 

• Clean the mounting area to remove dirt or debris. 
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• Removal of Old Plate 

• Life weight and old plate and support with a suitable brace so it cannot 
fall when working below.   

• Remove nuts and bolts from the plate on the bottom of the mast. 
• Remove brace and lower the old plate down with weight and off the mast 

onto a mobile platform or similar so the plate can be pulled clear without 
working below weight. 
 

• Attach the Plate: 

• Remove packaging and check Perrett Post Plate for damage in transit.  If 
all OK place plate onto a mobile platform you can safely wheel under 
mast. 

• Align the Perrett Post Plate with the bottom of the post knocker mast. 

• Move the telemast down through the back of the plates runners. 

• Move the weight down to above the plate and attached plate with the two 
rope latches to the weight. 

• Lift the weight and new plate up the mast and support with suitable 
brace. 

• Tighten all bolts to the manufacturer’s recommended torque settings on 
the bottom plate. 

 

• Inspect the Installation: 

• Check for secure attachment and no loose components. 

• Ensure the retractable pins move freely and are not obstructed. 

 

• Lubricate: 

• Use a grease gun, grease the two nipples on either side of the runners of 
the plate. 

• Ensure mast is greased or use chainsaw oil so plate can slide freely. 

 

Note: If you encounter issues during installation, contact Perrett Post Plate for 
assistance. 
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5. Operating Instructions 

The Perrett Post Plate is designed for ease of use with a “drop and knock” operation. 
Follow these steps for safe and effective post driving: 

• Pre-Operation Checklist: 

• Inspect the plate and pins for damage or wear. 

• Verify the post knocker is in good working condition. 

• Lubricate the mast and plate 

• Position the Post: 

• Place the timber post vertically under the plate. 

• Align the Plate: 

• Position the Perrett Post Plate directly above the post using the post 
knocker. 

• Lower the plate until it rests on the post top. The retractable pins will 
adjust to the post size automatically. 

• Remove rope latches 

• Drive the Post: 

• Lift the weight and drop onto plate to drive the post into the ground. 

• Stop immediately if the plate/weight binds or the post shows signs of 
damage. 

• Remove the Plate: 

• Once the post is driven to the desired depth, reattached rope latches and 
lift the post knocker to disengage the plate. 

• Inspect the post top for damage (minimal to none should occur under 
normal use). 

• Repeat: 

• Move to the next post and repeat the process. 

Notes: 

• Pointed Posts: The plate cannot fully protect the top of pointed posts. Driving 
may flatten the tip slightly, but no other damage should occur. 
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• Hard Ground: For rocky or hard ground, use rock spikes cautiously, as they may 
bend pins if the ground is undriveable. Replace bent pins with spares as needed. 

 

6. Maintenance and Care 

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and performance of your Perrett Post Plate. 

Daily Maintenance: 

• Clean the plate and pins to remove dirt, mud, or debris. 

• Inspect pins for bending or wear; replace as needed using spare pins. 

• Apply degreaser to pins if binding with creosote/tar residues. 

Every 500 Hours of Use: 

• Perform a full service, including: 

• Replacing worn or bent pins. 

• Checking the plate for cracks or structural damage. 

• Tightening all bolts and fittings. 

• Contact Perrett Post Plate for replacement pins or service recommendations if 
needed. 

Storage: 

• Store the plate in a dry, covered area to prevent rust. 

• Apply a light coat of oil to the pins before long-term storage. 

Spare Pins: 

• Use the included 20 spare pins to replace any that bend or break. 

• Order additional pins by contacting office@perrettpostplate.co.uk 
(mailto:office@perrettpostplate.co.uk) or 01963 205050. 
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7. Troubleshooting 

Issue Possible Cause Solution 

Plate binds during 
operation 

Insufficient lubrication 
Apply grease or chainsaw oil to plate and 
to mast 

Pins bend or break 
Hard ground or rock 
spike use 

Replace with spare pins; check rock spike 
cap to ensure  

Post top is damaged 
Misaligned plate or 
oversized post 

Ensure proper alignment; verify post size 
is within specifications. 

Plate does not fit 
post knocker 

Incorrect machining or 
loose fittings 

Contact Perrett Post Plate for assistance; 
check mounting hardware. 

Retractable pins do 
not move 

Debris or lack of 
lubrication 

Clean pins thoroughly; apply degreaser to 
pins.  Service plate.  

Post knocker 
struggles to lift 

Insufficient oil pressure 
or binding. 

Verify machine capacity and pressure 
adjustment; oil if require, 

Note: For issues not resolved by the above, contact Perrett Post Plate for support. 

 

8. Warranty Information 

The Perrett Post Plate is warranted against breaking or major malfunction for 1 year 
from the date of delivery, provided it is used as intended under normal conditions with 
timber posts. The warranty does not cover: 

• Damage due to misuse, modification, or improper maintenance. 

• Bent or broken pins (20 spare pins are provided for replacements). 

• Finger Guard damage 

• Driving metal posts  

 

To claim warranty service: 

• Contact Perrett Post Plate at office@perrettpostplate.co.uk 
(mailto:office@perrettpostplate.co.uk) or 01963 205050. 
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9. Contact Information 

For support, spare parts, or inquiries: 

• Email: office@perrettpostplate.co.uk 

• Phone: 01963 205050 

• Website: www.perrettpostplate.co.uk 

 

10. Appendices 

Appendix A: Spare Parts 

• Replacement Pins: Order additional pins as needed. Each plate includes 20 
spares initially. 

• Custom Hardware: Contact Perrett Post Plate for machine-specific bolts or 
fittings. 

 

Appendix B: Maintenance Log 

Keep a record of maintenance and service intervals: 

Date Hours of Use Maintenance Performed Notes 

 

Disclaimer: This manual is provided for informational purposes and is based on the 
Perrett Post Plate’s intended use. Always consult with Perrett Post Plate for specific 
guidance. Misuse of the product may result in injury or damage not covered by the 
warranty. 

 

http://www.perrettpostplate.co.uk/

